
Dear All, 
 
I am sure all of you are following the news around the end of an unmatched legacy in world history.  
 
Here’s my set of learnings on Queen Elizabeth II: 
 

1. The media called her Baby Betty when she was born and craved for her pictures. As a kid she 
could not pronounce her name and called herself Lilibet. 

2. King George died after a long illness on Feb 6, 1952, and princess Elizabeth became Queen. 
She was in Kenya on a 6-month long Commonwealth tour and had to get back. 

3. In 1946, Prince Philip proposed to her, and she accepted without consulting her parents! 
4. Over 70 years she has seen 15 UK prime ministers and 11 sitting US presidents. That’s a huge 

span of leadership to cover and manage. 
5. Her ascent was due to different circumstances. Her Uncle King Edward VIII gave up the 

throne to marry a commoner and thus Queen Elizabeth’s father became King George VI, and 
she became a direct heir to the throne. 

6. She has officially hosted more than 160 heads of state in her tenure. Considering that there 
are about 200 plus countries in the world, that’s covered almost the entire world. 

7. There are 27 countries that form the commonwealth over which she presided. The 
commonwealth games celebrate these 37 countries sporting prowess. 

8. The queen visited 128 countries in all- Canada with 27 visits and Australia with 18 were the 
top 2. 

9. Her role has always been nonpolitical and non-partisan. Every summer she hosted 3 tea 
parties where people from all walks of life were invited. 

10. In 1961, she visited India and more than a million people turned up to see her. 
11. Things have not always been smooth or without scrutiny. Her children all had marriage 

challenges. 
12. The toughest time for her was when Lady Diana died in a car accident in Paris and there was 

a huge backlash against royalty. I think that was a key moment for royalty and they changed 
for the better led by the queen. I remember reading about Tony Blair offering advice to the 
Queen and labeling princess Diana as the ‘People’s princess’, a moniker that has stood the 
test of time. She showed grace by going and seeing the floral tributes placed at the gates of 
Buckingham palace. 

13. The queen was always a sport, she did a nice clip with James Bond for the London Olympics 
and many still believe that the queen jumped off a plane in a pink skirt and landed in the 
Olympic stadium. 

14. She lost her husband prince Philip in 2021 after 70 years of marriage. 
15. Her grandson Prince William said this in the preface to a biography and it best sums up why 

the queen was so popular. After almost 90- years, we find ourselves in a world that has 
changed dramatically, almost beyond recognition to the world the queen was born into, but 
where the role of charity, family, duty, and compassion perseveres. I think I speak for my 
generation when I say that the example and continuity provided by the queen is not only 
very rare among leaders but a great source of pride and reassurance. The queen’s kindness 
and sense of humor, her innate sense of calm and perspective, and her love of family and 
home are all attributes I experience firsthand, I am privileged to have the queen as a model 
for a life and service to the public. 

 
Feedback welcome 
 
Wr 
Shiv 


