
Dear All 
 
Some old words catch on when used in a new context, this is what has happened to blah blah blah 
since September 2021. Here’s the story: 
 

1. In September 2021, Great Thunberg, the climate activist ridiculed politicians for doing too 
little on climate change and termed their words blah blah blah. These three repetitive words 
have now become a rallying cry for all young climate activists across the world. 

2. What is the origin of the word?  It is believed that the original Greek expression was bar bar 
bar. 

3. There’s another mythical story which says that King Nimrod wanted to build a tower- The 
Tower of Babel -  that would reach the sky and the gods were unhappy about it. The gods 
changed language and the construction workers could not understand each other and the 
tower was unfinished. So, this situation where the workers couldn’t understand each other 
was called bla bla blang. 

4. The word blah was first known to be used in 1918 by US journalist Vincent O’Brien, and 
hence is claimed as  US usage. 

5. Three years later in 1921, US magazine Collier’s used a double blah – blah blah, and this 
became popular. 

6. Between 1960 and 2000 the word grew popular and according to Google tracking now, the 
word multiplied 50 times in usage in that period. 

7. The word also became prominent in two fields – advertising and politics. In advertising it 
came to be used to highlight competition chatter and weakness , e.g. “ this is the blah blah 
this brand says” and in politics it was used to denote that the politician was waffling without 
substance. Kids also use it to tell their friends “ my dad/mom goes blah blah blah” 

8. There are some more uses of the word – to go blah also means to go blank. 
9. And when you as a speaker don’t want to elaborate like “ I will visit and you we will go here 

and chat blah blah blah,” indicating that we know what will be covered. It has become a 
shorthand for “ you know what I mean” 

10. I think this word will turn more digital in the coming days with better e mojis, and shorter 
form as Gen z takes to it in a big way. 

 
The Financial Times has picked three words so far to describe some part of 2021.  The three are: 
 

1. Blah blah blah 
2. Transitory ( most central banks have said inflation is transitory and ended up with egg on 

their face) and  
3. Metaverse ( people argue that Facebook did this to divert attention from their problems) 

 
This is the last learning note for 2021, I wish you and the family immense happiness, success and lots 
of learning in 2022 
 
See you with No 210 next week!! 
 
Wr 
shiv 
 

 


