
Dear All, 
 
This weekly learning is non serious – about an actor I am sure all of you have seen in some franchise 
or the other – Mission Impossible, Top Gun and Jack Reacher. Tom Cruise is a global icon and an 
ageless wonder. 
 
Tom Cruise is the biggest actor of all time. He has spent close to 40 years in Hollywood and is worth 
about $ 600 million. His sequel Top Gun 2 has just been released and it’s a huge global hit. I read up 
about Tom Cruise and here’s what I learnt.  
 

1. Tom cruise was born in New York as Tom Cruise Mapather IV. He grew up in poverty, studied 
in Canada, and left school at 19 to pursue acting in New York. He is of 800 years of Irish 
heritage/lineage where his ancestors were barons and knights. 

2. He is the highest paid stars in Hollywood and his movies have crossed more than $ 11 billion 
in box office sales. 

3. He is a big believer in the Church of Scientology. 
4. Ironically, Tom Cruise wanted to become a priest, but he was dismissed from the seminary 

for drinking. 
5. He started his acting career in 1981 with Endless love, and his first big blockbuster was Top 

Gun in 1986. 
6. He started a production company Tom Cruise Wagner Productions in 1993. In November 

2006, he and Paula Wagner took over United Artists. They still own 30 % share in the 
company. 

7. His idol is Paul Newman with whom he did The Color of Money. 
8. Tom Cruise doesn’t lend his name to any video game or any merchandise. Despite his tough 

stance, there was an Ethan hunt video game. 
9. Tom Cruise spent a lot of time in Japan for the movie - The last Samurai. In his honor the 

Japanese observe October 10 as Tom Cruise Day. 
10. He is a certified pilot, he loves fencing, he loves scuba diving and sky diving. 
11. He is possibly the only actor who does all his stunts himself, he climbed 1770 feet of the Burj 

Khalifa, Dubai, he hung on to an aircraft that was taking off, the para dropped in many of his 
movies. For his latest movie Top Gun, he made all his crew sit in the fighter jets so that they 
could experience G force and hence all the shots are taken by them in flight. For a race car 
movie, he learnt how to drive around the racetrack at 225 kmph and did the driving himself. 

12. He never accepts a mistake according to his pal Benji from Mission Impossible. At best he 
will grin and move on. 

13. Tom Cruise sued the daily Express and won a case that charged him with homosexuality. He 
had another similar case involving two other people and he won all these cases. 

14. He is one of the most bankable stars and producers, that’s a rare combination for 
Hollywood. 

 
Enjoy 
Shiv 
 


